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FUNCTIONS OF CRITICISM

What is literary criticism or what
do we mean by literary criticism 7
Well, there are as many {heories
regarding the functions of literary
criticism as regarding literature
itself. Since Aristotle’s day criticism
written with different
Writers  like Boccaccio,
Tasso, Dryden. Hugo.
Words Worth, Shaw and Eliot have
written justify and
explain their own practice. f\.fiuch
of the Medieval and the Renaissnce
Critici;m has been written to justit'.y
jterature. The Renal-
ht that the busi-

s to teach the

has been

motives.

Dante,

criticism to

imaginative |
ssance critics thoug

ness of criticism Wd !
The classicists

Writer how to write. ]
function ol

held that the ProPet
ay down rules and

e guidance of the
yeild the rod
udging their
Jose rules.

that the

criticism was to l
regulations for tl
writer and then to
of guthority while
works in the light of t

asserted

I'he romantics _ .
CritiClSlﬂ W

Chief function of
Tecord only an
work of art. ThuS

as to

Indranil Sarkar
( Lecturer in English )

of the romantics literary criticism
became an expression of purely
personal likes and dislikes of an
individual. |

In common parlance, however,
criticism has been regarded as syno-
The
modern critic belives that the func-

nymous with fault-finding.

tion of criticism is not mere fault-
finding, cavilling and carping, but
making a just evaluation of an
artist’s work without exhibiting any
form or favour at what he has
produced.  Again, it is also not
the duty of the critic to praise the
merits of the writer and overlook
the faults. The true aim of a
critic, therefore, should find out a
mmid-point between the two. His
duty is like that of the pole-star.
Just as the pole-star guides the
ships.to the proper direction, simi-
Jarly, a critic should guide the
reader to the proper and just path.
His duty is to give a judgement
without any frown or favour.
Criticism has its own impor-

tanc> in the evaluation of litera-

1



ture, and without the conscientigys
efforts of a critic to illumine works

of creative art, a Proper appre-
ciation of literary works produceq
by great creative artistg would not
be possible. A critic is the ordinary
reader’s philosopher ang guide iy
initiating him into the Mysterjeg
of created art.” Without the Critic’s
guidance the reader woylg fail tq
cOmp_rehend his  autho,’s ful
meaning.

Closely allied to the eval

. Ay Uali\le
function of criticism g its

) { inter-
pretative function,

only an evaluator but also ap inte
)[-_
preter. Interpretative Criticism o
bring new streaks of light
)

had not been thought qf b

il
Which

: . i thc
creative artist,

Another function of Criticig

2 m jg
to make comperative s

tley of Wol'k

to Similay
other work of art produceq i

other language of the world

of art with reference

SOme

Fagisd c ll()ns
of criticism is t0 promoe o
! : €Cjx
ation and enjoyment of ]iteratu l
fatupe.

A critic is a man of taste and |
g

derives intense plasure and  ref, 1
1e¢

enjoyment from the book he re, I
. AUS,

He helps the reader to shgy, tl
i ‘ 1at

0 4

A critic i not |

€njoyment.

Another function of criticism 18
reCOnstructio
Vision of (.,

the '
u al'ligt. The altic»t CODS—
ruc g 1

ts from life and the critic 1e¢®”
Nstrucgg What ¢

he artj St
Cted artist has con

" each cyge there folloW?
reCOQS[[:-z:?CHOrT’ the first (artiSt)
fr()m 418 Impressions dl'c’:l‘/""rj

Other reconstructin®
aWn from literatu®
UP in the words of T.5:
is fatagus g say t]‘iﬂvf
Creatjg, f(‘)r the sake of <creatio”
tig o OUthe sake of criticts™”
tl g faty]
1€ra 4

»

: life the
MPression dr

To Sum
hliot); tht

al
0us to assume th
88 of criticism A7

CIQ a7 -
CJUVCnESS’ as ll“ hy plLlﬂ

a
the inthlEC’*ues
s ore in better hoP
Dirityg) light. The "
S A m

il

ging sel
. Se f
df‘“‘kn S w\fes In
3‘_ fingj, " W™
h;rec‘iom
Qme
Rd 'uﬂnd as  sensibility
. AR .
t() [‘) i ar, and (_Iesll'ablef. ii}
the Pecteq that the ¢
Cl‘ea_tiVe
l

: y i}
5. artist sho,

enie
REpEp € same persC!
2 Ei‘“iﬁi‘ Slen _ The E’.usif‘855
nﬁévis R 5 an’
3. R .”UI‘SUDhy s thel'ary criticis”
‘Chay A rarf
! Eiti- Sley K , 1@
4 \w“[[c_—l'.lllrb S, PHHC”}]es of Li ;
y Q!'ih '-:f{l

g
: Cr—’”f?capt's of crit!”

Tragic Heroes

William Shakespeare, the grea-

' i ve
test dramatist of Renaissance ha.
y much for Bis
He is more

been acclaimed ver
immortal tragedies- . o
known for his tragedfes .than y
his comedies. In a greek tffngeoi
the plot 18 of paramount 1 p

i n
tance and there 15 hardly @ 3;
the development 0

scope for o)
the' other hand I %

aracter of
Peafean tragedy the characte

ist
the protagonis g af S e
importance. According t0

' d

Bradley “A Shakcspearean trag:ioy

adle : !

ma bnycaued q story of exc;} #
i y Jeading 1O the dca

: te.”’
of & man of DiSHAt

defines that the %8 h
must be a man of h;i
Noble origin. He ; ror"ab]f, and

; |l
constantly with L In
elentless poWwers

iS Of supreme

nal calamit

of Shakespeare

Saumik Dutta
( T.D.C, 3rd year )

he may find his tragic liquidation
but what is important is his courage
and endurance which ultimately
stand vindicated. Shakespeare did
not follow exactly the definition of
Aristotle but he was influenced by it
to a greater extent in the portrgyal
of his tragic protagpnist. Thet"& is
deep influence of Senfeca, the Mys-
teries and Moralities 1n the conce-
ption of the tragic protagonist“bf
Shakespeare.' However, his great
tragedies are immortal not because

of their plots and sequénc_e but b?-
cause of their protagonists. 1.115
portrayal of the tragic protagonists
are the land mark to history of
drama in English literature.
Aristotle’s conception of the
tragic protagonist and cathersis are
yery much applicable to the tragf-
dies of Shakespeare. Shakespeare’s

tragic heroes are Tren of high state

3



or men of public importance T
ar'e'either kings, or princes '0 il
military generals indispens’ br kY
the state. Thus Ham]et is : i

Lear is a king, and Mjcbempﬁnce,

b
to the royal fami]y, amdint ; elongs
. ru t
kinsman and  general, Othells [
0 I

a great warrior and braye

But they are not at a]| emb gefieral.
of virtue or goodness but e
much above the averag k¥
humanity, ;

¥ are
leve] of
haVe an
48 beep
a8

. These herogs
inherent weakness which p
described by the critics
flaw or ‘hamartia.’

driven in somc one direction p
peculiar interest, Objeci Y Some

or habit of mind, Passion

This g,

tens the greatness of his Zhw high.
and makes him essentiall alactay
Thus Macbeth hag y human

tion,”’

“Vau]['
Ham]et’s nObIe lng ambi

Othello credulity ang

action, and Lear th
e e folly 4
nd f,
n-

The h
responsible for his actjop i

dness of old age,
Oes drg

Shakespeare’s Charact
er

in acti i &
- tion of the action il Slgg
of his character. It is i thi €d gy
9.8
EnSe

4

|

|

that ¢ ‘
t Characte, is

of Shak
€spearg |
chéirac:ter - ahn tragedy. Thé
ero

Or his action, . is responsi?
of view they > and from this poiﬂt
Ments shapin ®Ppear 1o be inst
dccorgj 9 their own destin
Kespoareqn "0 to some critics S

tragedy is just opposite .

8 G
feek tra Mes’
gedy where ‘P°

ﬁny .

is

Meny ;o octer” B m’
is . But such a ¢9 {

the v N o 4
_ Virtyg| trut Ver-simplification
S The 1:)rotagC'rlis |

res [
Donmble for his tl’ﬁgedyj

R L
Ces Nisis notan, seve’
Conti '

m . Fatontnb’ute to his trad’

a e

" rolg -8nd chance play
IS Sufferi id65
i ations ering, Bes ad

trag; of the villain®
8 S:Om' Hence it WO ;
Vi tha ool
Yageq, . that in 4 ShakesP’.

‘.

Destiny’ is truf

hUS

‘chChar.aCter is Desfin‘/

ragi ’
Co e doom of the pro'”
AL
i Ct
dy ul o ernal and inte"
6’

fa
hakespearean 129 p

He is more '
i:ln o -] )
Y of hjs con'®

poraries. “In Mecbeth’ the external
conflict is between Macduff and him-
self; the inner conflict is between his
amﬁition and his conscience. Othe-
ilo is tofﬁ in conflict between love
and. sense of _humour. In ‘Hemlet’
the outer conflict takes place betw=
cen Hemlet'anb Clandins; while the
s between the desire

inner conflict

for revenge and the moral scruples

in the mind of Hemlet.

The tragic héro, no ‘doubt, has
a particular flaw, which spells his
doom; bu-t otherwise he is an admi-
rable character, 2 genius, 8 great

i or an CXCtptiOna”y honﬁﬁt
' Rut all this

an material suffers
Hence it 1 said that

gedy leaves be-
prcSSiOI‘I of

and is wasted:

a Shakespeareall tra

hind a very strong im

waste.

Some abnorma!
e Shakespearean
m or excitable
imagination resulting 0 hallucina=
tion, Thus King Lear suffers from
jnsanity, Meebeth has hallucination,

and Lad
The sup

condition of
hero as

insanity, 8

ernatural element is not a

y Mecbeth walks in her sleep.

mere illussion of the ' herc.

witches in ‘Mecbeth’ and the ghost
in ‘Hamlet’ have an objective existe-
nce as they are seen by others also.
Further, the supernatural does con-
tribute to. the action, and often an
indispensible part of it.. But it is
always placed in closest relation
with character. It gives a confirm-
ation and:distint form to the heroe’s
mind. . It is in this way the super-
natural hastens the downfall of the

hero.

‘We constantly feel that there is
some ultimate Power working thro-
ugh the tragic hero in a Shakespea-
rean tragedy, influencing him from
within and without, making him act

in a particular manner, and' driving
him to his doom. Shakespeare ne-

ver defines this bower exactly and
clearly, and this intensifies the imp-
pression of some fearful mystery
surrounding human life, produced
by his tragedies. It may be noted
that though the tragic hero can not
be saved from ultimate doom, he is
granted, just before the end, a glim-
pse of what might have been, a con-
version in outlook which enables
him to die with a san€ and cleansed

5



mind. A true ¢ o
own action, painf?irl]zzpttl;(;?/ b
shads light into their souls i
. There is however W
in Shakespearean tra
llains have to pay the
the same time good
Here the tragic heroeg
infinitely more thap is
deserved by their foults
good are not rewarded
parish having no foult (;f
S_ha_ke‘spearc did not belje
tic jutice, In life the jny
suffer with the Zuilty, hegf {qr Often
beare portrayed the rea]itbs W
Hcre the evil may haye th a.s b,
fqr a time being byt th A
triumph of good jg assureil
fore, a Shakespeareap tra : S
ver passimistic, Spl 5
The tragic h -
are are all lonly f?nrg(:lis?f ]S:hakespe‘
no friends, and they resemb}]ley ave
ty trees amidst puny plap. .. 18h-

n
sses. They suffer apq dit: a0d gry.
> and yop

er
86dY. The v
penﬂlty bUt 1
also Sufferg
Surfer more .
Merite( o,r
+ Here th
the often
their gy,
Ve in Poe.

akeg-

Reference Books :

Quintessence of Lj

terar
Shakespearean Trac edyy ESSayS'
History of English Literatyyg

A short History of Ep
| !
British Brama, glish Literature

History of English Literaturg
A History of Engligh Litnratu'r
e e.

Nogawp

they ney
er
hey are make us fee] depressed-

c
Calamitie :U(Eron'ted with terrib/®
i Ui )
. =‘rm‘”‘°n of the positi¥?
Bach of the hero€s
,Ih OIOSSUS_ ’ .
Us the .

““Peare are ragic heroes of Sha
tercst 0 i the main W Iof -
o tyof ttragedies? Mighty per
g;’aws Al :protagonist overshd
maf'. . espr charaCteI‘S of the
dOWISt 2 Wor]ear?' the greatest dr¢”

Preme quapes.. Beroes with all the

ltigg of mankind. The

e .
Sixty tha nlljls][lletl,has become th¢
Study %30 °I‘iti'ht§rat-ure' Som?
: Cs have tried ©

al] of Char
Al th;hfe o av:tf;. of Hemlet, ' but
Kespeg,: UT Breg, o 4 Splendidly.

Drot 2 e'al'e t 3 tragedies of Sha.
the th OmStS. tragedjss of ¢heif
Tacterseme of hReaders may forget
Tevirde 1
Reary ofima’ﬂs Plays, but the cha
eart erSh[ning in the;f
~ W.R
Eg rad|ey
T Lard A!be”
N Ay egouis.
~ Leg‘3nisfe Nicol]

Arther ang Cazamianfs'
®Mpton Rickett:

- Keats as a Romantic Poet

Keats is in many ways the most
romantic  of all romantic poets.
Romantic poetry aims at the com
plete expression of the individual as
compared to classical poetry, which
aims at the expression of social ex-
perience. Other roma

some political or socia
¢ the poetry of Ke-

| comment in

their poetry, BU
icle of any prophecy

—any message. It is poetry for its
It has no moral, no po=

atg is not a vah

own sake.
litical or social significance. It is,
therefore the purest poetry.

is more or

All romantic poetry
Romantic poetry pre-

less escapist.
reality, but the

sents niot world of
world of dreams. The romantic Po-
et seeks an escape from the hard re-
of life in a world of romance

Keats is the most of
sense that he 1s

alities
and beauty.
all the poets 11 the

ntic poets haye

Ratanmoy Das
T.D.C 3:d year.

most escapist of them all. He wants
“to fade far away, dissolve and quite
forgetgl!. 1.0 the weariness, the fever
and the fret’” of real life. He sees
how men sit and hear each other
groan. ‘How’ youth grows pale,
and spectre — thin, and dies.” But
this doés not give rise to a desire to
overthrow the tyrants, as it does in
Shelley— no does he think of a be-

tter world.

Like all romaatic poets, Keats
seeks an escape in the past. His
imagination is atracted by the anci-
ent Greek as well as the glory and
spleudour of the Middle Ages. Mo-
st of his poetry is inspired by the
past. It is rarely that he devots hi-
mself to the pressing problems of
the present. ‘Endy mion’. ‘Hype-
rion’, and ‘Lamia’, are all classical
in theme, though romantic in style.
The Eve of St. Agnes, ‘Issabella’

9



and ‘La Belle Dame Sang
are medieval in origin,

Marcp
' Keats thyg
finds an escape into the past
the oppressive realities of the
nt.

fl‘a m
Dres.ex

The themes of Kea s

< Poet
are romantic 1n their nayp, ry

Most
Juesgt
a'dv'enture
of the the.'
Another Straiy

of his poetry is devoted ¢, the
of beauty, love, chivalry, ]
pathos— these are some
mes of his poems.
that runs through hig Poetry jq

fear of death that hountg him ¢ S
tantly and which, finds beauo
expression in. his sonnet,
have fears.. ...

ns-
tiflﬂ.

When I
; Another faV()ur'
theme of his poems Ite

intment in love and its
as we find in La Belle

desolation
. Dame
Merie. Again the rich and ge

descriptions scattereq all'g
poetry are romantic jn tone

SOng
nsuolls
Ver hiS

Like all romantjcg, 2k

% 1 |
nature and its varjed i OVeg

ms_ He

: an
transfigures everything int; d he

ty that he touches With ‘he
hand of chance”. Ip Nothj Magig
] 1
is keats as romantic ag in ki 2
8

has a vivid sense of coloyy

beau.

e]Se
8

Pursyj \
Uit ofbeamy. Beauty is Deity’

e
Tri:? ¢ ir? Is Synonymous Witr
hfmajo- thing of beauty 18 fO's
feligion Or‘e"er. Beauty is
b'Eamy th 5 in thig parsuit ‘:5
imselfan : © Completely forgf? ‘
Ong o © World around D"
Of rom, o ‘the Most: striking: noteﬁ

lc / rl

Just; an st 1ot

S . i
s‘E’“t‘.t(:nt baCkWard:'fro‘m the P(e_l

| .“ 2 n'\
H'S_ im ) e Seen to the unsge i
fhme

10n 3 e
'shado On 18 lul-ed by the I
3 ng the WaV and the: myste‘rioug'

gefe‘ antlc ets C
trg th it ® SPel of Sl nd”
e
Mari"&re At an?jf 1h-e s’up ci€ t
Big i e ; his AN
'mpy listabel.  are WO

Ame,

at
.Ural mystery'

®auty in the ©' 0
RNaty, Arth
Bla &, The ea™ ,
I o ° Whe 5 o
vervd € beauty ful'

" theisky  is

dif

of "huge cloudy, symbols of ;a. high
romance- - Keats loved beauty in the
stream -and;inj;_;‘the cloud, but . he
loved ‘it in each~thing @s.a part of
the Universal: Beauty which is one

an infinite~'‘the mighty. .abstract

of Beauty’.:The.song of nightingle

is sweet and, he is enraptured, by

the . song. andj, there comes the
' - Keats, while

touch of romance.
passes from

hearing the sweet song. f
the world of time @ the wo:ld 0
eternity ’rfhbu wast not born for
death, "ifnmdr'ta'l bird, .

imaginatipn of

¢ : ;h?;i’l'tic
ot flash a world

na

Is i
the poet reveais L e ddor

. A

i
for ever and for ever. The songbol
th nightingale becomes a SYD to_

he m oy
of the universal spirit of Beauty

wn, the invi-
.. f the unkno
Pursuit of t

sible and

inspires the

of all the T

is, for Keats, - the symbol of unlimi-
ited joy, infinite happiness.

Last but not least, both in ter-
ms of diction and 'metres Keat’s
-poetic style is romantic. Though it
has classical fini.h, it possesses that
romantic: touch of suggestiveness
by which ‘more is. meant than meets
the ear’. ' His poetry is full of such
unique suggestive expression:

‘The green-robed senators of

mighty woods;

How: tip-top Night holds’ back

her dark-gray hood’.

Thus Keats has employed vari-
ous kinds of metres and stanza-for-
ms in his poetic works. He is one
of the great sonneters in the English
language and his odes, with their
musical flow in long stanzas, stand
4s unique Specimens of romantic

poetry.

But true romanticism, though
it sometimes flings our imagination
far into remote and the unseen, is

ally based on truth of imagi-

essenti .
Keats was a trug romantic

pation.
_pot a romantic in the hackneyed

sense of dealing with the unrealities



of life. He loved not merely beay;.
ty but truth as well, ang not Merely
the world of imagination but that
of reality, and he saw beauty in
truth and truth in beauty, He never
escaped from the realjtjeg of life in
pf"S.Uit f)f tl_le beautiful Visiong of
his Imagination, in fact the Visig
of his imagination are baseq on
reality. He persistently endea-
voured to re-concile the world of
1rna-ginat10ﬂ with the world . o
reality. Therfore, Middleton Muygy
calls keats ““a true romantig>, 1

The brief span of Keat’s life
fell within, what is known 4 the
age of Romantic Reviya] jp English

ng

Lit e
th erafu.l_'e,-and Keatg fully imbibed
° SPitit of hs age

a fi[]e exam
poetry; il]

His poetry is
4 highly  romantic
At touched almost all
of IOmantjc poetry, jove

Wraligy : 1 ng Of past, Superna”

t Not
ast ip 7
l‘eVealin In lmportance, the

& po ¥
| atiriof Imagination.

i) REfefence books—-
istor R e
-..Arthur Y of Enghsh literatll_l'e

9mPtion-Rjckett,

HiSthy (:)f Egg]ish

il) A ShOrt

Octry,

By‘“Di;. R. T_ilak

g
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Intelligence is Power

Once upon;a time, there.was a
village whose -name was « ‘Sapat-
gram’ in Uttar Pradesh. There lived
a boy W
«“Ramu, Was al honest al?
ligent boy. He lost his parents

when he was ten. All his kith and
kin left him in his distress. From

MR
then he lived by working 1n -
house of 2 rich man whose na

was Mr. Smith.

One day, M )
Ramu please go to the : i
mi friend, Geolge: and B1Ve

20 5 S
this letter. Mr

house was far away
It was

r. Smith told Ramu,
e of

mith’s friend’s
from the village
about 30 k.m.

o v station and
train. He went t0 the o
rain Gl

fouad that® M e entered @
start its journey: passen

d six
compartment and four

hose name Was Ramu. "
d very intel-

Ashim Mandal
H.S. Ist year

gers there. “ He took a vacant seat
between a man in the corridor cor-
ner and a lady in the window cor=
ner. There were there women in
the compartment. Some passen-
gers of the comparment were rea-
ding news papers and some were
looking outside through the window.

Suddenly all the passengers were.
alarmed by a heavy voice, A man
who was sitting beside Ramu orde-
red all the passengers to give him
all the valueable things they had.
He had a revolver in his hand. So,
a1l of them gave him all their value-
able things one by one. Some-body
gave him money, some gave him
jewls and some gave him valueable
clothes. The train was in motion
then. Ramu had a habit of carry-
eng ‘Chilli powder’ in his pocket,
When the robber came to him he
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‘Song of the Flower’

Suparna Mridha
T.D.C. 3rd year

s.uddenly threw the chill po
in the eyes of the robber and e
gay

him a good kick i :
e kr:;d};ls :)elly, i axt Statiop 4 M tightly, In the
condition. He fell do Or. such 4 thn'd of R p YAgaVe him 1n th
of‘ the train. Ramu C::::l?:o floor Ankeq R&Ihu-forllllthe Passengars
his revolver. The robbey Y took : On e i Is bravery: I'm the daughter of the elements,
Wesatly cat of the th January the presl’ With whom winter conceived,
To whom spring gave birth

loss to decide what 1o ¢
0,

the passengers Jjumped on th Then

€ ro-

12

i co |
.Or his Ve Untry rewarded hi®
g ront " and inte[jigence-
In ) v,
dthﬁt‘inte ‘abc"’e ‘incedent wo
'8ence s power.
.-—-. !

I'm flower ! my name is Flower.
I was reared in the lap of summer,
And I slept in the bed of Autumn ;
All they are my mothers.

At dawn ; I unite the breeze,

To announce the coming of light

And, welcome all creatures
At eventide I join the birds

And bid them farewell.
The plains are decorated with—

my beautiful colour ;
And the air 18 scented with—
my fragrance.
And I make the creature—

to live in comfort.

I’m the lover’s gift ; lovers love me

Anger, hatred and envy—
I can’t withstand at all.
Everything ; it may be—
Iron heart or stony heart.
I can make to melt away
it into liguid. O

(13)
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